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Archaeological Heritage of Ajmer

Ajmer or ancient Ajayameru is a place of true amalgam of rich
Hindu and Islamic heritage due to the Brahma temple and sacred
lake of Pushkar and the famous Dargah of great sufi saint
K hwajah Mu'in al-Din Chisti. The city was founded by Raja Ajai
Pal Chauhan in the seventh century AD and continued to be a
major centre of the Chauhans till AD 1193, It became a part of
the Delhi Sultanate when Prithviraj Chauhan lost it to
Mohammad Ghori. It was in the hands of Rana Kumbha of
Mewar in the mid of fifteenth century AD. Akbar annexed it in
AD. 1558 and made it an integral part of his empire. Both
Jahangir and Shah Jahan have paid considerable importance 10
Ajmer and held royal darbars here. A fter the fall of the Mughal
empire, the Marathas ruled here until the British annexed Ajmer
in AD 1818. During this long phase of history, Ajmer became a
rich centre of art and culture, which reflect through various
edifices and structures, The important ones are as under.

Adhai-Din-ka Jhonpra : [t is known as Adhai-Din-ka Jhonpra,
possibly from the fact thata fair used to be held here for two-and-
a-half days. It was commenced by Quibu Din- Aibak about
AD1200 with carved pillars used in colonnades, Its prayer
chamber. the carved ceiling of which rests on pillars raised in
three tiers. is faced by a thick screen carved with effective
decoration and pierced by corbelled but engrailled arches which
appear here for the first time. The pillared chamber is divided
into nine octagonal compartments and has two small minarets on
the top of the central arch. The three central arches carved with
Kufic and Tughra inscriptions that make it a splendid
architectural masterpiece.

Badshahi Haveli : This rectangular edifice was built under the
order of Akbar. The roof of this building is supported by double
colonnade with wide bracket capitals. Lofty square pillars of the
verandah and the heavy cut stone chhajjas with its massive
ornamental brackets are the main features of the building.

Baori: Located about 18 km northeast of Ajmer on Ajmer-
Jaipur road, this beari known as Bhikaji-ki-Baori bears an
inscription In Persian dated AH 1024 (AD 1615). The
inscription is engraved on a marble slab, showing a couchant
elephant, an ankusha and trishul. Steps have been provided to
reach the water level.

Delhi Gate : Built during the reign of A kbar, this gate is in the
north of dargah after Dhan Mandi. It is decorated with stucco
painted designs as 15 evident from the arch of the gate. It has
floral designs on the soffitofthe archway painted with indigo-




(ritirey of Taragask fiv

blue, punk, white eic, The heavy wooden doors of gate are sl o
exiEehce.  Therd 1 the tsual vnulicd chamber a5 well as the
recerses for gamds an either sado ol the arch

Tripolia GGade : This massive gaie i on e west ol ik and s
one portal. 1r i buslt of red sandssome wisle the wall is of sione and
lime, The ssde walls sre decoriied with monrls of Blaud arches and
fall bleven roseties carved on the top on bath sides, This gateway
wwas bl bagiln diar g ||'|.;1n|_:|| ol Akthar

Taragarh fort 2 Stands on the westemn Bill top of Arvalli mnge,
this Tom was anciently keown g Ajsyvamerisdwnrpe,  The
anrlplinﬂ fruem F!-I_I-\.II:J. pf Chahsnara Someshvara of AT 1170
meTins 1L as Ajayamert. The fon wes renamed Taragarh dusing
the reign ol Rajput ruders. 1E s also known as Garh Boectlian the folk
gong= ol ke sovenscenih cemuny, The fon posscssss nibe EAEWAVE
and fourteen bastions. The last gateway, locsied on the top of the
Bill is known a2 gateway of Taragarh. Gor Ragpus Dighaldss, the
military commenidang of  Shab Jehsn kad carried oul extensive
repairs during AD [fddand AD | 656

Thi Markle pavilions and Balistrade : Locally kmown o
Argsapar Baradaori, these paslbons wene bailn by Shah dahan in AD
1637 along the amificial lake whach was comstructed by Armorags or
Anadi, the grandinibser of Prichvirag Chavhan e ALY [ 135-50, Thes
bzradan consists of five pavilioms and samminm of white polished
iaartle. Of the Five pavilsons, the thard Is the largest, bl after the
msodel of Dywan-i-Eka ol the Ked Fon of Delli, The fooanh asd
fifth pavibions have srches carved with floml and geonsctnical
i E

Another important bailding in (b same premviscs keiwn as Saheli
B &5 juss ofposibe (e Diaulat Bagh has I TS0 arsd verarsdsh
witharched apenengs.

Tomb of Ali-ud-Din Khas kaewn o Selab Khamba @ The
Ty s wip el b, Percaning 1% Ehoee Gkiess fesl of SiNEGOT pillars
Buili i whie siarbde, 4 ds Fe g R (s plasn aned Open o By
s, Che the mortl amed sowth. theee iy aie davidsd by grodgs
of foer columns, while on the cast, iBere are ihree anched
opcmngs separaled by piers. The western sicdo shows & sold wall
oaontaning tnee peinied arches fmifratsy. The sig-cag paticrmn
of mlay work adomeng the paldlesray is & miceshle feapare of
thias budldmg. It & burl by Sheikh Ala-wd-Din tm AH 1070
AL 65T

Tombes of Abdullsh Khain snd His Wile = The fomb o
Achduallah kban, commaonky known os Miva Khane was. built by
his som Sayyid Hussam Ali Khan, the mingster of king
Farmkhsivar Stamding o6 & paised plattorte, this square bunlding
i made of anpalished whete marble, having octagonal colunms.
The tomb & built in the cenire of an inner square, Al the T
cormers, thene are smaller piers and hall’ colummas kaving cusped
arches Between them

|.-|'[l|1:|hi||.' by i, 55 che womb of Abdlllal Khan's wife. emaller in
sape and Buill of palshed whale marble. In plan, thas rocilees
mzisodeam is a quadrangle, standmg upomn. platfarm, enelised
Pl sereens with & para et Hoth the toribs were Bl = the
carly exghieenth confury AL

Kaos Minars = Like the modern nalestone, ibese lapering
mifadrs denotod distance m ko wis set up st every 1.2 km during
I Mughal period. Bl of bricks with line plasier, this solul
sprgiure wilh ovtagonal base slamds on a massn'e platficem
Akbar derved this idea from Dak Chauk: essshlished by Shee
Shah Suri{AD [5404%)
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Fort of Akbar : Popularly known as magazine building, this fort
was constructed by Akbarin AH 978 (AD 1570} in the honour |
of Khwajah Mu'in al-Din Chisti and it was also used to supervise |
military expeditions in Rajasthan and Gujarat. The fort is a
massive rectangular structure with four imposing bastions at the
corners, an audience chamber in the centre and a magnificent
gateway towards the west. It was here, the British ambassador
5ir Thomas Roe presented his credentials to Jahangir. At
present it1s being used as government museum.,

Cenotaph of Digambar Jain Saints : To the north of Anasagar
lake, stands a group of cenotaph where Digambar Jain saints
were cremated. Most of these cenotaphs are inscribed and have
footmarks carved on them.

Temple of Gopinathji, Sarwar : Built by Rajput prince
Gopinath Gaur, this temple consists of a sanctum followed by a
hall. Sikhara is now missing. An inscription dated AD 1638
records donation to the temple. ‘

Mahal Badshahi, Pushkar : Built by Emperor Jahangir as a
pleasure resort for hunting expeditions. It consists of two
identical pavilions built on a raised platform facing each
other on the southern and northern sides and an open square |
pavilion in the centre. The southern pavilion has an
inscription in Persian dated AH 1024 (AD 16135) describes
its construction under the supervision of Anirai Singh
Dilan to celebrate the Mughal victory over Rana Amar
Singh of Mewar. Pillars of the pavilions are plain with
Mughal motifs of cusped arches and diamonds and the
porch has a pent roof consisting of two pillars and two
pilasters. 0 0O




