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Archaeological Heritage of Ajmer

Ajmer or ancient Ajayameru is a place of true amalgam of rich
Hindu and Islamic heritage due to the Brahma temple and sacred
lake of Pushkar and the famous Dargah of great sufi saint
Khwajah Mu'in al-Din Chisti. The city was founded by Raja Ajai
Pal Chauhan in the seventh century AD and continued to be a
major centre of the Chauhans till AD 1193. 1t became a part of
the Delhi Sultanate when Prithviraj Chauhan lost it to
Mohammad Ghori. It was in the hands of Rana Kumbha of
Mewar in the mid of fifteenth century AD. Akbar annexed it in
AD. 1558 and made it an integral part of his empire. Both
Jahangir and Shah Jahan have paid considerable importance o
Ajmer and held royal darbars here. After the fall of the Mughal
empire, the Marathas ruled here until the British annexed Ajmer
in AD 1818. During this long phase of history, Ajmer became a
rich centre of art and culture, which reflect through various
edifices and structures. The important ones are as under.

Adhai-Din-ka Jhonpra : It is known as Adhai-Din-ka Jhonpra,
possibly from the fact that a fair used to be held here for two-and-
a-half days. It was commenced by Qutbu Din- Aibak about
AD1200 with carved pillars used in colonnades. Its prayer
chamber. the carved ceiling of which rests on pillars raised in
three tiers. is faced by a thick screen carved with effective
decoration and pierced by corbelled but engrailled arches which
appear here for the first time. The pillared chamber is divided
into nine octagonal compartments and has two small minarets on
the top of the central arch. The three central arches carved with
Kufic and Tughra inscriptions that make it a splendid
architectural masterpiecc.

Badshahi Haveli : This rectangular edifice was built under the
order of Akbar. The roof of this building is supported by double
colonnade with wide bracket capitals. Lofty square pillars of the
verandah and the heavy cut stone chhajjas with its massive
ornamental brackets are the main features of the building.

Baori: Located about 18 km northeast of Ajmer on Ajmer-
Jaipur road, this boari known as Bhikaji-ki-Baori bears an
inscription in Persian dated AH 1024 (AD 1615). The
inscription is engraved on a marble slab, showing a couchant
elephant, an ankusha and trishul. Steps have been provided to
reach the water level.

Delhi Gate : Built during the reign of Akbar, this gate is in the
north of dargah after Dhan Mandi. It is decorated with stucco
painted designs as is evident from the arch of the gate. It has
floral designs on the soffit of the archway painted with indigo-
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blioe, pink, white etc. The heavy wooden doars of gale are still in
existence.  There 15 the wsual vaulicd chamber a5 well a8 the
recesses for pasrds on either ssde of (e anch

Cratireray & Taragash fuvn

Tripolia (ate : This massive gate is on the west of dierpak and has
one portal. 1ris builn of red sandstome while the wall is of sione and
lime. The ssde walls are decoraned with msatids of blmd arches and
fall blown roseties carved on the top an baih sides, This ganeway
was alsn beailn during (he reagn of Akhar.

Taragarh fort = Stands on the wesiemn Bill top of Aravalli Fnge,
this fom was anclently kmown as Ajayameru-dwge.  The
lnn.'riplin.'-n froam Hl]!.'ll_'l. of Chahamara Somcshvara of AD 1170
menons il ax Ajayvamery. The for was rensmad Taragerh diesing
the reign of Rajpul rulers. 1t is also known asdGarh Beetli i the folk
songs of the seventeenih cemury, The fon possesses nime EMEWAVE
and fourteen hastions. The last gatewway, locsied on the top of the
hill is known as gateway of Taragarh. Gor Ragput Bighaldas, the
military commandans of Shah Jahan kad carried oul extensive
repairs during AD [6ddand AD | 656

The Marble pavilions and Balustrade : Locally known as
Arasager Barndari, these pavilions were bailt by Shah lahan in AD
1637 along the antificial lake which was corstructed by Amorajs or
A, the grandiatbser of Pathveray Chauhan s ALY 1135-50. Thes
baradan consists of five pavilions and kammasw of white polished
maartle. OF the five pavilsons, the thard 1= the largest. buill afler the
meoddel of Déwan-i-Ehai of the Ked Forl of Delki, The foanh amd
fifth pavilions have arches carved with flomal and geometrical
e ls

Another important bailding in the same premases kedwm as Saheli
B is just ofposite 1Be Daulal Bagh, having rooms and vermmdah
witharched apenimgs

Tomb of Ala-ud-Din Khan koswn as Selah Khamba @ The
Boneh i s called, Becaise is thiee Eornmses rest on sinieen j‘lll|.|h
Buth inwhite marbde, m s Fen gk om plan and open on ihreg
sides, Che ihe monh asd south, three bays are davidked by groups
of foer columns, whale on the cast, bere are three anched
apemngs separaled by plers. The westorn side shows @ solid wall
oontaaning three poimed arches feifrats). The rig-rag patien
of mlay waork sdoming the galdasnas is o noticeahle feabare of
this busldemp. It i buill by Shoikh Ala-ud-Ihn i AH 100
{AL [659),

Tombs of Abdullsh Khan and His Wile @ The tomb of
Abdallah Khan, commonly known as Siva Khan, was built by
his som Sayyid Hussain Ali Khan, the minisier of king
|:.'|I'I'|I||.|".'~||:| ar, Siandig o a rassd platforms, this spuarne bu|||_||||g
s e of unpalished white marble, having octagonal colunns
The tomb s built in the cenre of an inner square, Al the four
cormers, there apg smaller prers and hall columns having casped
arches between them

['I'I'lj'l-ll-hill.' o if, B che womb of Abdullah Khan's wile. smaller in
sirpe and Builh of palshed whae marble. In plan, thas roofless
mzusodeam is a quadrangle, standing upon o plagform, enclosed
b pald sereens with a parapet. Baotl the tanbs wene budl m ithe
carly exghteenth cenfury AL

Kaos Minars @ Like the modern malestone, these lapermg
minars denoled distance m kor was set up at every 3.2 kmdurning
ke Musghal pericd, Built of bricks with lime plaster, this solud
singcture with octagonal base stands on a massnce platfosm.
Akbar derived this idea from Dak Chauki esasblished by Sher
Shah Suri{AD 1 540-45)

dilbar’s Wakal
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Fort of Akbar : Popularly known as magazine building, this fort
was constructed by Akbarin AH 978 (AD 1570) in the honour
of Khwajah Mu'in al-Din Chisti and it was also used to supervise
military expeditions in Rajasthan and Gujarat. The fort is a
massive rectangular structure with four imposing bastions at the
corners, an audience chamber in the centre and a magnificent
gateway towards the west. It was here, the British ambassador
5ir Thomas Roe presented his credentials to Jahangir. At
present it is being used as government museum.

Cenotaph of Digambar Jain Saints : To the north of Anasagar
lake, stands a group of cenotaph where Digambar Jain saints
were cremated. Most of these cenotaphs are inscribed and have
footmarks carved on them.

Temple of Gopinathji, Sarwar : Built by Rajput prince
Gopinath Gaur, this temple consists of a sanctum followed by a
hall. Sikhara is now missing. An inscription dated AD 1638
records donation to the temple.

Mahal Badshahi, Pushkar : Built by Emperor Jahangir as a
pleasure resort for hunting expeditions. It consists of two
identical pavilions built on a raised platform facing each
other on the southern and northern sides and an open square
pavilion in the centre. The southemm pavilion has an
inscription in Persian dated AH 1024 (AD 16135) describes
its construction under the supervision of Anirai Singh
Dilan to celebrate the Mughal victory over Rana Amar
Singh of Mewar. Pillars of the pavilions are plain with
Mughal motifs of cusped arches and diamonds and the
porch has a pent roof consisting of two pillars and two
pilasters.0 O




